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Writing the number expanded: 

• Show students the number 592 on the screen. 

• Draw  students attention to the EXPANDER box.  

• Click on each of the places, the 5, the 9, the 2, and have the whole 

number expand. 

• Note that: 

 592 = 5 Hundreds 9 Tens 2 Ones 

• Draw attention to the relationship between the expander 

and the bundling sticks on screen.  

• Close the expander back to the original number by clicking on each of the hundreds and tens 

and ones again. The sticks on screen do not change. 

• Enter a new number like 358 on screen and repeat the steps.  

• Have the students write the expanded number. 

 356 = 3 Hundreds 5 Tens 6 Ones 

• Have students make their own expander (see attached sheet). This can be pre made if you 

want to save time, or have students make their own.  

• Have them cut it out, 

then fold as can be seen 

here.  

• Have the students write, very softly as it will need to rub out 

easily, the number 356.  

• Ask the students to open the expander to show the names of all 

the places.  

• Have them close the expander again.  

• Rub the number out and enter a new number repeating the above steps.   

• Use numbers that have all places full, then gradually introduce numbers with 1 ten (the teen 

numbers) then numbers with zeros in it. A suggested sequence is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

• Complete the worksheet. 

Hundreds Tens Ones

736 65 

598 508 

418 (take care with teen numbers) 670 

712 200 

Expanding Hundreds, Tens and Ones 
Bundling Sticks Lesson 2 
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Hundreds 

 

Tens 

 

Ones 

Creating and Using a Number Expander 
Cut out the expander and fold on the lines and dotted lines so that if folds like this. 
Write a number softly on the expander. 
 
 
 
 
Open and close the expander in different combinations to show the different ways that a number can be represented,  
 
 
 
 
 
Have bundling sticks or blocks represent the various combinations of the expander. 

Tens OnesOnes

Hundreds Tens Ones

4 7 9 4 7 9 4 7 9 

4 7 9 4 7 9 
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