2 CLASSROOM Problem Solving - Choosing the Operation X

Teaching Strategies - Model Simple Problems

Steps to solving problems:

When solving problems students need to understand the situation described in each problem, and
interpret correctly the operation (such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) required.

In the younger grades, we can teach students to look for words which indicate a particular operation.
Typical terms associated with the operations include:

. Addition - together, add, and, plus, more, altogether now

. Subtraction - subtract, less, left, take, difference between, leave, go away, eaten (and other
words that imply less)

. Multipliaatis
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. Gradually increase the complexity of the problem and the size of the numbers involved.
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