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Money - Recognising the Australian $50 Note

David Unaipon  (1872 – 1967)
David Unaipon was a preacher, inventor
and writer.

Unaipon was an aborigine who showed
great promise at school from a young age.
A deeply religious man, he became a
preacher at Pt McLeay Mission. He was
also devoted to science and throughout his
lifetime he invented shears, worked on
ballistics and a centrifugal motor among

many other things.

Unaipon was the first published aboriginal writer who wrote articles for newspapers on topics
ranging from mechanical devices to aboriginal legends. He worked tirelessly for aboriginal rights.

His traditional aboriginal stories have been published in Legendary Tales of the Australian
Aborigine. Today, we use the term “indigenous Australian” for Australia’s first inhabitants.

Answer these questions:
Who is on the $50 note? ________________________________________________________

What is he known for? _________________________________________________________

Name what you can see in on the $50 note:

Edith Cowan is on the flip
side of the $50 note. She
was the first woman elected
to the Australian parliament.
She worked for women’s and
children’s rights, particularly
before the law, and also for
their health and wellbeing.
She has a university named
after her.

Colour the picture to match the real $50 note.
N.B. Teacher: display a real note or photo if possible as a guide.
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ANSWERS
Money - Recognising the Australian $50 Note

David Unaipon

preacher, writer and inventor

David Unaipon  (1872 – 1967)
David Unaipon was a preacher, inventor
and writer.

Unaipon was an aborigine who showed
great promise at school from a young age.
A deeply religious man, he became a
preacher at Pt McLeay Mission. He was
also devoted to science and throughout his
lifetime he invented shears, worked on
ballistics and a centrifugal motor among

many other things.

Unaipon was the first published aboriginal writer who wrote articles for newspapers on topics
ranging from mechanical devices to aboriginal legends. He worked tirelessly for aboriginal rights.

His traditional aboriginal stories have been published in Legendary Tales of the Australian
Aborigine. Today, we use the term “indigenous Australian” for Australia’s first inhabitants.

Answer these questions:
Who is on the $50 note? ________________________________________________________

What is he known for? _________________________________________________________

Name what you can see in on the $50 note:

Southern Cross stars

Edith Cowan is on the flip
side of the $50 note. She
was the first woman elected
to the Australian parliament.
She worked for women’s and
children’s rights, particularly
before the law, and also for
their health and wellbeing.
She has a university named
after her.

mission

David Unaipon invention - shears

Colour the picture to match the real $50 note.
N.B. Teacher: display a real note or photo if possible as a guide.


