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Single subtraction flash cards for laminating:
Print and cut in half, then laminate (optional). These cards help your students to
recognize and become familiar with the count back and difference between facts
to 10. “Flash” each card for a few seconds, until your students can give the
number fact related to the card. For example, “four take one equals three”.
The “difference between” cards (that have minuends greater than 3) are NOT to
be counted back. Rather, have your students find the two numbers on the
number line and identify the difference between these two numbers.
Teaching steps and alternative activities:
 Number lines are excellent for teaching count back 1, 2 and 3 subtraction

facts.
 They are also excellent for different between facts. Note: students are to

find the 2 numbers on the number line and find the “difference between
them.

 At the start your students may need to count touching the number lines.
 Use the flash cards and have the students recall answers for them.
 Ask your students to identify the answer or flash card for stories. “I saw 7

frogs. 2 hopped away. There are 5 frogs left.
 Extend stories to match related facts (7–2=5; 7–5=2, 5+2=7, 2+5=7). Do

this gradually. Don’t rush your students to make these connections.
 Encourage your students to see the number lines in their heads and just

“know” the answers.
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1 – 1 = 0

2 – 1 = 1


