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Money - Recognising the Australian $20 Note

Rev John Flynn (1880-1951)
‘Flynn of the Inland’ is famous for
establishing what later became the Royal
Flying Doctor Service, bringing emergency
medical assistance to outback Australians.

Flynn was a Presbyterian Minister who
realised the desperate need for medical care
of people in isolated communities. He established a series of hostels
and bush hospitals throughout Central Australia. Flynn was

innovative in using the newly invented pedal radio for contact with isolated families. In 1917 he
set the foundations for the world’s first air ambulance service, bringing medical care to people
who would otherwise have suffered untreated. Originally just John Flynn’s dream, the first flying
doctor left Cloncurry airport in 1928. Pilots often navigated with just a compass (visible in the
transparent window on the $20 note) for guidance.

Today the royal Flying Doctor Service services a quarter of a million Australians in outback
stations, mines and communities. Flynn’s memorial and grave is located near Alice Springs.

Answer these questions:
Who is on the $20 note? ________________________________________________________

What is he famous for? _________________________________________________________

Name what you can see in on the $20 note:

Colour the picture to match the real $20 note.
N.B. Teacher: display a real note or photo if possible as a guide.

Mary Reibey is on the
flip side of the $20
note. She was a noted
businesswoman.
The Bank of NSW
was founded in her
home in 1817.
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ANSWERS
Money - Recognising the Australian $20 Note

John Flynn

founded the Royal Flying Doctor Service

pedal radio camel transport
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